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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRAN, EFIN, QA 

SUBJECT: TAXATION OF INSTRUMENTS OE FOREIGN COMMERCE IN QATAR 
REE: STATE 191803 

1. COMMERCIAL OEFICER HAD CONVERSATIONS WITH DIRECTOR OF LEGAL 
AFEAIRS, DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMS AND DIRECTOR OF OFFICE OF MINISTER 
OF FINANCE AND PETROLEUM MORNING OF JULY 30 TO DISCUSS 

TAXATION IN GENERAL AND TAXATION OF INSTRUMENTS OE FOREIGN COMMERCE 
IN PARTICULAR. ACCORDING TO ALL INFORMANTS, QATAR HAS NO 
PROVISIONS FOR IMPOSING ANY TAXES OTHER THAN CORPORATE PROFITS 
TAX AND IMPORT DUTIES. AS LONG AS INSTRUMENTS OF FOREIGN 
COMMERCE REMAIN THE PROPERTY OF FOREIGN FLAG CARRIERS OR OF 
SHIPPING AGENTS, NO TAXES WILL BE LEVIED UPON THEM. DIRECTOR OF 
CUSTOMS INDICATED THAT CONTAINERS ARE CONSIDERED PART OF PACKING 
MATERIALS FOR GOODS, SO NO CUSTOMS DUTIES ARE LEVIED ON 
CONTAINERS, EVEN IF THEY ARE TO REMAIN PERMANENTLY IN QATAR. 

CUSTOMS DIRECTOR STATED THAT NO TAX LAWS EXISTED IN WRITING AND 
THAT TAXES WOULD BE DETERMINED BY ANALOGY (AS REQUIRED BY 
ISLAMIC LAW). (COMMENT: CUSTOMS DIRECTOR WAS IN ERROR CONCERNING 
EXISTENCE OF WRITTEN TAX LAWS. EMBASSY HAS COPIES OF QATARI 
CORPORATE PROFITS TAX LAW. END COMMENT.) 

2. CUSTOMS DIRECTOR STATED THAT HE WAS AWARE OF CALIFORNIA CASE, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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HAVING SEEN REPORT OP IT ON QATAR TV NEWS SERVICE. HE STATED 
THAT HE HOPED IT WOULD NOT START A TREND. 
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